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(Concluded)

Russians Refuse to Work.

But the Russians simply sat clown be-

side their bundles mid refused to move
on. Thoy constructed rude tents of
quilts, pieces of matting', old boards,
sheet-iro- n and anything else that would
serve the purpose, and established them-
selves in camp as if they expected to
remain there the rest of their lives.
They still refuse to work on the planta-
tions, though some of them are working
as stevedores along the waterfront.
They get their food in any way they
can, by begging, stealing, picking wild
fruit in the mountains. Many of the
women have taken to prostitution as a
means of making a living, and the inor-31- I

condition of the camp is so unsavory
that at the present time the Federal
grand jury is making a thorough inves-
tigation with a view to trying to find
grounds for the commencement of de-

portation proceedings.
The Russians were led by a man

named Vasilieff, apparently a profes-
sional agitator. lie it was at first that
kept them from accepting the terms of-

fered by the plantations. In the hope
that with him out of the way, the immi-
grants might see the light, the authori-
ties had Vasilieff arrested on a charge
of vagrancy and sent to jail for three
months.

This brought about the climax of the
Russian trouble, for as soon as they
knew their leader was behind the bars,
the whole Russian contingent, consisting
of about GOO men, women and children,
besieged the police station and demand-
ed in threatening tones that Vasilieff be
brought out and turned over to them.
The police, of course, refused and or-

dered the Russians to disperse. They
refused, and the fire hose was brought
into play. This broke up their ranks
somewhat, and then the police, mounted
nnd on foot, charged with drawn clubs.

, Dispersed by Police.

Evidently expecting such a charge,
(he Russians had crowded all their wo-

men and children up in front and the
men hid behind them, probably think-
ing that the police would not charge
through the helpless crowd. But they

. were mistaken. Before they knew what
was happening the clubs of the officers
were descending on their heads. The
men grabbed up their children and held
them out at arms' length in front of the
horses, thinking that this would stop the
rush. But it didn't. The Russians wero
thoroughly clubbed and in a minute the
whole GOO were on the dead run for
their camp.

This aviis rough work, but it was un-

doubtedly the only way to deal with the
situation, for fair words only more
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thoroughly convinced them that the au-
thorities were afraid of them.

But, though the clubs of the police
have given the immigrants a more
wholesome respect for the power of the
law. the Russians have not been imbued
with any overwhelming desire to go to
the plantations. Some of them have
drifted away, it is true, but most of
them are still living in their rude camp
and on the country. Russian immigra-
tion as'a solution of 1he labor problem
of Hawaii would lie a huge joke if the
joke wero not on the community.

But the story of the Russian has
reached beyond the limits of the Island
Territory, and it is reported that many
of the members of Congress are begin-
ning to, look askance at assisted immi-

gration as a means of populating the
Hawaiian Islands. Other States and
Territories are not allowed to practice
the system of inducing a population
that is in vogue in Hawaii, and there is
no good reason why Hawaii should be
permitted to smother her civilization
beneath the scum of the earth under the
pretense of creating a real American
citizenship.'

Hope for the Future.
Tlie abrogation of the special privi-

lege under which the sugar planters of
Hawaii have been obtaining the labor
for the fields will hurt them temporar-
ily, perhaps. But the good effects will
without doubt more than counterbal-
ance any loss caused by the prohibition
of assisted immigration.

In all probability few if any of the
planters are conscious of the fact that
the pouring into the country of a con-
stant stream of the ignorant, the dis-

eased and the morally infected must, in
the end, injure both themselves and the
Territory. The sugar-plante- rs are no
different from other business men, ex-

cept that, perhaps, they are as a class
rather more conscientious than capital-
ists in other and more sophisticated
communities. But they have been look-
ing through the wrong end of the tele-

scope; they have lost their perspective
and they have not profited by the expe-
rience of oilier countries and of other
paris qf the United Sta'es. In common
Avith capital almosl evervAvlicre, Ihey be-

lieve Hint cheap labor Avill increase
their profits, forget ting that cheaply-pai- d

labor invariably does poor Avork.

Solution of the Problem".

There is a Avay 1o solve the labor
problem of this most isolated of Terri-
tories, and if foreign immigration as-

sisted by the planters and the Territory
is shut out, HaAvaii must inevitably
choose that A'ay for lack of any other
and Avorse method.

In many of the States of the Union
are thousands of men avIio are land-hungr- y,

aa'Iio Avould jump eagerly at the
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chance to make for themselves homes in
a country Avhere the soil is of unexam-
pled richness, where the climate is per-

fection, Avhere thro are no scorching
summers and freezing winters. There
are many thousands of men AA'orking

harder on the farms of the Middle West-
ern States than do the Japanese, Span-
iards and Porto. Rieans on the sugar-
cane plantations of IlaAA'aii.

An army of these men could be ob-

tained for HaAvaii, if the
Avould but pay a fair Avage for a fair
day's Avork. But they Avould want more
than that: they would want some as-

surances of being able in time to buy
land for themselves and make their
homes.

Fortunately, this may be possible
soon. There is a bill noAV pending be-

fore Congress probably by the time
this is published it Avill have become
laAA amending the Organic Act under
Avhieh the Territory of HaAvaii was cre-
ated. This bill contains a provision,
strongly urged by Governor FreaV of
IlaAA'aii and approved by the Legisla-
ture of the Territory, amending the
Territorial land laws so that more of
the Government land can be throAvn
open to bona fide homesteaders in such
a Avay that it cannot be grabbed up by
speculators and the plantation interests
as soon as it is patented.

Under this change in the laAvs, the
Government of the Territory will haAe
something to offer to Avhite American
settlers. But most of the crops raised
commercially in HaAvaii require tAvo or
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three years to yield a return. In addi-

tion it takes time and money to clear
the land and prepare it for soAving. The
aA'eragc homesteader has usually none
too much money, and he must be able to
malce a decent living while he is Avaiting'
for the fruition of his efforts.

The plantations can easily offer him
the chance to earn this living, if they
will. Wages, it is true, Avill have to bo
raised, but who can honestly contend
that true prosperity lies in Ioav wages?
The conditions of life among the plan-

tation laborers Avill have to be improved,
but that is not liable to ruin the coun-

try. Americans are not proud of squal-
or, ignorance and long hours of labor.

The military and naval operations
noA in progress in Hawaii insure the
strategic importance of the Islands.- - The
bringing in of an army of American la-

borers, farmers and homesteaders Avill

insure the commercial and economic im-

portance of the Territory and in time fit
it for statehood. It may break up the
baronial estates ; communities of Amer-
ican farmers may in time take the place
of the hamlets of Oriental and
other serfs that now till the fields; but
who shall say that this Avill not Avork to
the advantage, not only of the commu-
nity at large, but also of the very inter-
ests that uoav tremble at the thought of
an American invasion ?

One of the most amusing things
about the present campaign is to Avatch

the AdA'ertiscr and the Bulletin feed-

ing out of the same trough.
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